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SUBJECT: VISIT OF BELGIAN ENVIRONMENT OFFICIALS TO U.S. 

REF: TELECON KATHY SHIRLEY/RUTH PHILLIPS AUGUST 16 

1 . BELGIAN MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH.WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR WATER 
POLICY AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT POLICY AS WELL AS OTHER ENVI- 
RONMENTAL MATTERS, IS PLANNING TO SEND AMISSION TO THE U.S AR- 
RIVING SEPTEMBER 16 AND DEPARTING SEPTEMBER 27. 

2 MISSION WILL CONSIST OF FOUR PERSONS: MR NICOLAS HILGERS, 

CHEF DU CABINET OF THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH; DR ALFONSE 
LAFONTAINE.DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INSTITUTE OF HYGIENE AND EPIDEMIO- 
LOGY WITHIN MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH: MR PIERRE BRASSEUR.EN- 
GINFF.R IN CHARGE OF WASTEWATER SERVICES OF MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND MR KARL DE BRABANDER, ATTACHED TO THE CABINET OF THE 
MINISTRY. 

3. THE GROUP IS INTERESTED CHIEFLY IN SEEING WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
INSTALLATIONS AND WOULD LIKE TO SEE TVA.THE ROBERT TAFT SANITARY 
ENGINEERING CENTER IN CINCINNATI (A CENTER FOR WATER RESEARCH). 

THE DETROIT MUNICPAL WASTEWATER INSTALLATION (WHICH COMBINES 
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INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT) AND THE KALAMAZOO 
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WATER TREATMENT PLANT (FROM WHOM THEY HAVE THE NAME OF MR LEONARD 
PRATT),A PLANT THEY ARE INFORMED HAS A SPECIAL SYSTEM FOR TREATMENT 
OF SLUDGE. 

4. THEY ARE ALSO INTERESTED IN VISITING A SOLID WASTE CONVERSION 
PLANT THAT USES A PYROLYZING PROCESS TO CONVERT WASTE IN TO 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. THEY BELIEVE SUCH A PLANT EXISTS IN CHARLESTON 
WEST VIRGINIA. 

5. THEY WOULD LIKE TO BEGIN THEIR TRIP IN WASHINGTON, WITH 
APPOINTMENTS ON FRIDAY.SEPTEMBER 17 WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
AT THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY. DR. LAFONTAINE,IN 
PARTICULAR, WOULD ALSO KIKE TO SPEAK WITH PEOPLE IN ERDA ABOUT 
THE EFFECT OF DIFFERENT ENERGY CHOICES ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND 
TO FIND OUT WHAT RESEARCH IS BEING DONE ON THIS QUESTION. 

6. MR. DE BRABANDER WHO IS ORGANIZING THE TRIP AT THIS END 

WILL BE CONTACTING THE SCIENCE ATTACHE OF THE BELGIAN EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON - MR. GROVEN - BUT HAS ASKED OUR ADVICE ON LOGISTICS 
AND TO FIND OUT WHAT ASSISTANCE OUR GOVERNMENT CAN PROVIDE. 

HE HAS TENTATIVELY DECIDED TO BEGIN IN WASHINGTON.FLY TO 
CHARLESTON AND THEN TOKNOXVILLE(TVA).THEN THEY WOULD PROBABLY 
RENT A CAR TO DRIVE ABOUT THE INSTALLATION. HE WONDERED IF THERE 
WERE A WAY OF SEEING THE TV A FROM THE AIR. NEXT THEY WOULD FLY TO 
CINCINNATLRENT A CAR TO GET TO DETROIT AND KALAMAZOO AND ON TO 
CHICAGO TO CATCH FLIGHT VIA NEW YORK TO BRUSSELS,SPENDING THE LAST 
WEEKEND EITHER IN CHICAGO OR NEW YORK. 

7. THE MISSION COMES JUST AFTER A USDOC TRADE MISSION ON WATER 
POLLUTION CONTROL EQUIPMENT TO BELGIM AND DURING USDOC PARTICPATION 
IN AQUATECHAN INTERNATIONAL TRADE SHOW IN AMSTERDAM COVERING THE 
FIELD. THE MISSION MEMBERS ARE IMPORTANT POLICY MAKERS IN THE 

FIELD OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN BELGIUM. MR. HILGERS IS IN CHARGE 
OF WATER AND WASTEWATER POLICY FOR HALF OF BELGIUM AND IS IN 
CHARGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS WITHIN THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH AS WELL AS BEING CHEF DU CABINET TO ONE OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
MOST POWERFUL MINISTERS.MR DE SAEGER FOR ALL BUT DR.LAFONTAINE, 

THIS WILL BE THE FIRST TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES. 

ACTION REQUESTED: PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TO BELGIAN EMBASSY IN 
MAKING THIS A SUCCESSFUL TRIP AND SPECIFICALLY IN SETTING UP 
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MEETINGS WITH APPROPRIATE US GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. PERHAPS SOME 
HOSPITALITY MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IN WASHINGTON? FYI.LAST MAY 
MINISTER KNOOPS (IN CHARGE OF WATER POLICY FOR THE WALLOON SECTION 
OF BELGIUM) WENT TO THE US ON A SIMILAR MISSION AND VISITED LAKE 
TAHOE AND THE TVA. 
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